
Welcome!!!

Preparing for your Junior or 
Sophomore year!

What You need to know and do



What are we going to 
talk about today?
• Plagiarism

• DMV & Attendance

• Graduation Requirements

• Post-Secondary Information

• College Information

• NCAA Eligibility

• North Star News

• Course Selection for Junior and SophomoreYear

• ACT (Required for Graduation)
 ACT Prep course offered

• Survey



Plagiarism
• What is Plagiarism?

 Copying and pasting information from the internet 
without citation

 Paraphrasing someone else’s words/ideas without 
citation

 Teachers use software to detect plagiarism

 DON’T DO IT!!!!!

 You will face discipline action: See North Star Student 
handbook



DMV & Attendance

If you want to get your 
license you need to go the 
North Star Resources link

on the main page to 
request the needed 

paperwork for the DMV.

You must plan ahead as it 
may take a day or two to 
get the form you need.

https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/15167


How many 
credits are 
required to 
graduate from 
High 
School???



Diploma Requirements & Options
• Standard: 23 credits and ACT exam

 English: 4 credits

 Math: 3 credits

 Science: 2 credits

 Soc. Studies: 3 credits (World History; US History; ½ Government; 

½ Economics)

 PE/ROTC: 2 credits

 Health: 0.5 credits

 Comp Science: 0.5 credits

 Electives: 6 credits

 Arts/Humanities/CTE: 1 credit (art, music, 3rd year of  foreign language)

 Flex Credit: 1.0 credit***

 A 2nd or 3rd year CTE computer course in one program of  study

 4th year of  math (including Alg 2 or higher)

 3rd year of  science

 4th year of  social studies (Geography, Psychology, etc)
No GPA Requirement

https://www.washoeschools.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=23306&ViewID=7b97f7ed-8e5e-4120-848f-a8b4987d588f&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=27142&PageID=3301


Diploma Requirements: Advanced

• REQUIREMENTS: 24 Credits and ACT Exam

 English: 4 credits

 Math: 4 credits (must include Algebra 1, Geometry & Algebra 2 

or equivalent)

 Science: 3 credits

 Soc. Studies: 3 credits (World History; US History; ½ Government; ½ 

Economics)

 PE/ROTC: 2 credits

 Health: 0.5 credits

 Comp Science: 0.5 credits

 Electives: 6 credits

 Arts/Humanities/CTE: 1 credit (art, music, 3rd year of  foreign language)

• GPA Requirement of a 3.25 (weighted or unweighted)

• Meets the requirement for the Nevada Millennium Scholarship

https://www.washoeschools.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=23306&ViewID=7b97f7ed-8e5e-4120-848f-a8b4987d588f&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=27142&PageID=3301
https://www.nevadatreasurer.gov/uploadedFiles/nevadatreasurergov/content/GGMS/Forms/Doc-FactSheet.pdf


Diploma Requirements: Honors

• REQUIREMENTS: 24 Credits and ACT Exam

 English: 4 credits

 Math: 4 credits (must include Algebra 1, Geometry & Algebra 2 

or equivalent)

 Science: 3 credits (2 Credits must be in Biology, Chemistry, or Physics)

 Soc. Studies: 3 credits (World History; US History; ½ Government; ½ 

Economics)

 PE/ROTC: 2 credits

 Health: 0.5 credits

 Comp Science: 0.5 credits

 Electives: 6 credits (2 credits of the same world language required)

 Arts/Humanities/CTE: 1 credit (art, music, 3rd year of foreign language)

• 8 credits of the above classes must be Honors (AP course and some 
dual enrollment college courses can count towards this requirement)

• GPA Requirement of a 3.4 (weighted or unweighted)

• Meets the requirement for the Nevada Millennium Scholarship

https://www.washoeschools.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=23306&ViewID=7b97f7ed-8e5e-4120-848f-a8b4987d588f&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=27142&PageID=3301
https://www.nevadatreasurer.gov/uploadedFiles/nevadatreasurergov/content/GGMS/Forms/Doc-FactSheet.pdf


Diploma Options/Endorsements

College and 
Career Ready 

diplomas: see back 
of Grad Guide

Seal of Biliteracy
testing Junior or 

Senior year.
STEAM

STEM CTE Certificate

https://www.washoeschools.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=23306&ViewID=7b97f7ed-8e5e-4120-848f-a8b4987d588f&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=27142&PageID=3301
https://www.washoeschools.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=23306&ViewID=7b97f7ed-8e5e-4120-848f-a8b4987d588f&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=27142&PageID=3301


POST-SECONDARY PLANNING
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT

➢ College

➢ Additional information in the next slide

➢ CTE Program

➢ https://doe.nv.gov/CTE/

➢ https://www.tmcc.edu/academics/certifications

➢ Apprenticeships

➢ https://www.buildingtradejobs.org/

➢ https://www.nvapprenticeship.org/students/#getting-started

➢ Cosmetology

➢ https://milaninstitute.edu/

➢ https://paulmitchell.edu/reno

➢ https://internationalacademyofstyle.com/

➢ Military

➢ https://www.goarmy.com/

➢ https://www.airforce.com/

➢ http://nationalguard.com/NV

➢ https://www.navy.com/

➢ https://www.marines.com/

Still unsure what you want to do? Try taking career assessments to help in 
your discovery.

 Nevada Career Explorer- use a library card log in to save results

https://doe.nv.gov/CTE/
https://www.tmcc.edu/academics/certifications
https://www.buildingtradejobs.org/
https://www.nvapprenticeship.org/students/
https://milaninstitute.edu/
https://paulmitchell.edu/reno
https://internationalacademyofstyle.com/
https://www.goarmy.com/
https://www.airforce.com/
http://nationalguard.com/NV
https://www.navy.com/start?activity=1247286
https://www.marines.com/
https://nv.headed2.com/


College Admission Requirements

Out of State:

• Research college admission requirements early. Use sites such as the following to research colleges:
 Big Future on Collegeboard

 NICHE Best Fit

 Cappex
 Go to directly to the your college of interest's admissions webpage. Search Freshman Admissions Requirements

 * Many require 2 years same foreign language and 1 year of visual/performing art

*Minimum 3.0 Core 
GPA

SAT and ACT scores are no 
longer required for admission 
but can be used for class 
placement

UNR/UNLV:

English (4 credits)
Math (3 credits- through Algebra 2)

Social Studies (3 credits)
Science (3 credits- two lab sciences)

OR an Advanced Diploma

Alternate Admission 
into UNLV
*22 composite score 

on the ACTs

Nevada State College

• English (4 credits)
• Math (3 credits)

• Science (2 credits-1 lab science
• Social Studies (3 credits)
• 2.5 GPA

Community College in Nevada
TMCC/WNC/GBC/CSN

• High School Diploma or HSE Required
• No GPA Requirement
• Cost effective
• NV Promise Scholarship

https://collegesearch.collegeboard.org/home?ef_id=CjwKCAjw4qCKBhAVEiwAkTYsPJTpqnuuZDRqBfi1BXZMPTPV06Lf3SzM-TQB8DF2G4q6YtXdoIqp2xoCaXAQAvD_BwE:G:s&s_kwcid=AL!4330!3!512875176138!e!!g!!college%20search%20engine!12699069007!125818117412&gclid=CjwKCAjw4qCKBhAVEiwAkTYsPJTpqnuuZDRqBfi1BXZMPTPV06Lf3SzM-TQB8DF2G4q6YtXdoIqp2xoCaXAQAvD_BwE
https://www.niche.com/colleges/your-best-fit/?utm_source=gPPC&utm_campaign=gppc_college_quiz&gclid=CjwKCAjw4qCKBhAVEiwAkTYsPGMG7I0ZGzSR9SpDKZ0yCHTEXpLPRs6kfLPc6pgF_TYblMxz6DiFQhoCzcAQAvD_BwE
https://www.cappex.com/


College 
Planning 
Tips

WHAT ARE COLLEGES LOOKING FOR?  Some ideas:

GPA

Some may require test scores

Class rank

Volunteer Work/Community Service (quality vs. quantity)

Activities, clubs, athletics, awards- leadership!

Evidence of special talent

Employment

First generation college student

Essays/Letters of Recommendation

Interviews/Auditions/Portfolios (more common for private schools, performing arts or 
fine arts programs)



Thinking of playing sports in College? 
What you need to know about NCAA 
Eligibility!

Division I: 16 Core Courses

▪English, Math, Science, Social Science 

▪Additional coursework from above areas

▪SAT/ACT scores (must be sent directly to NCAA)

▪NCAA does not accept CBE, A Plus or BYU: Pass your classes 
the first time in the classroom!

▪Review approved courses at:

www.eligibilitycenter.org

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/


• NEW UPDATE: During the 23-24 School Year all courses will be offered 
via Edgenuity. We no longer be using the Connexus platform, however, 
all Edgenuity courses will be taught using the North Star model. They will 
be taught by our certified teachers and live lessons, office hours, and 
Riggins Days will all still be offered.



Junior/Sophomore 
schedule course 

selections

• Review graduation plan

 Credits

 Requirements

 GPA



Grad Plan
• Grad plans being mailed will be 

for standard diplomas only. If you are 

trying for an Advanced or Honors diploma, be 

sure to review previous slide with what is 

needed. (Ex: 4th yr math, 3rd yr science, etc)

• Each box under the subject represents 

a semester course or a ½ credit

• Boxes that are filled represent classes that 

have been completed and credit has been 
earned

• Boxes that are blank are credits you still 

need for graduation

• Current courses for this semester will not be 

on grad plan until you have passed and 

completed them.



Choosing your Courses

• Use the course options list to help you choose your 
courses: Click Here

• Course selection forms are online

• You are encouraged to schedule a meeting with me 
to go over your course selections

• Please be sure to submit your course selections by 

the due date

• You are NOT expected to do this perfectly. I will be 

sure to check your selections to meet graduation 

requirements

https://www.washoeschools.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=24207&dataid=51455&FileName=Course%20Options%2023_24%20Rev%202.23.pdf


Other Course Options 
Dual Credit College courses: Make an appointment, see website

Extended Studies credit PE, Community Service

Internships: Through CTE Dept.

Signature Academy/CTE

Off Campus online courses: BYU

Work Experience

Concurrent Enrollment: Classes taken at zone school (Must have permission from zone school to do 

this)

Please make an appointment with me to discuss these options

https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/1976
https://www.washoeschools.net/domain/78
https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/1168
https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/1168
https://is.byu.edu/hs?gclid=Cj0KCQiAutyfBhCMARIsAMgcRJTz8Ce66-XgjpMYtpv4Lnzq9SHEc7W7qhI9ERnUZUr7X8q4DvLbAa0aAlkUEALw_wcB
https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/16617


Dual Credit
• TMCC Jump Start: https://www.tmcc.edu/jump-

start-program

• UNR Early 
College Academy: https://admissions.unr.edu/portal/
dual-enrollment

• Great 
Basin College: https://www.gbcnv.edu/highschool.ht
ml

• Dual Enrollment applications and list of  approved dual 
credit courses available on wcsd.net. 

• For more questions, please contact me 

https://www.tmcc.edu/jump-start-program
https://www.tmcc.edu/jump-start-program
https://admissions.unr.edu/portal/dual-enrollment
https://admissions.unr.edu/portal/dual-enrollment
https://www.gbcnv.edu/highschool.html
https://www.gbcnv.edu/highschool.html
https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/1976


Work Study
• Can replace an elective class in schedule 

• Must be able to provide paystubs, which include 
paid taxes 

• Must work 180 hours to earn ½ credit 

• Must submit a work study contract

• More information available on NS Counseling 
Website

https://www.washoeschools.net/cms/lib/NV01912265/Centricity/Domain/1227/Work%20Study%20Contract.pdf
https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/16617
https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/16617


Course Selection

• BEFORE CHOOSING YOUR 
COURSES FOR NEXT YEAR….

▪ Rev iew your graduation plan and 
transcript

▪ Keep in mind the credits that you 
need to meet graduation 
requirements, especially 
for specific diploma types 
(Advanced, Honors, etc)

▪ If you are interested in certain 
endorsements or seals, please 
refer to this document

▪ College bound students, be sure 
you are meeting the college 
admission requirements

▪ If you are playing sports in college, 
be sure you are meeting NCAA 
eligibility requirements

▪ If you are choosing “Other Course 
Options” be sure to contact me

https://www.washoeschools.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=42505&dataid=51727&FileName=WCSD%20GraduationDiplomaSeal%20Guide.pdf


Course Selection
Fill out online Course Selection Form DUE MARCH 17, 2023

CURRENT SOPHOMORES/NEXT YEAR JUNIORS

 https://forms.office.com/r/vBrNiZu2XU

CURRENT FRESHMEN/NEXT YEAR SOPHOMORES

 https://forms.office.com/r/1dHXZrvhcV

All Juniors and Sophomores must carry a minimum of 6 courses .
 This is a full schedule at North Star.

 2 course can be outside of North Star (ie Dual Credit, Concurrent, Correspondence, etc)

Want to take an Honors course:
 Should earn at least a B in the subject at semester.

 Recommend to introduce these classes slowly.

 Adding 3+ advanced courses at once without prior advanced classes is not recommended.

• If you are attending a different school next year, you must contact the counselor at that school to fill out their course selection sheet.

• If you are unsure whether you will stay with North Star or not, please complete the Course Selection Form

• If you do not complete the Course Selection Form by the due date of March 17th, I will have to choose your classes for you.

• Schedule changes in the fall will NOT be approved for any other reason other than meeting graduation requirements. Choose wisely and choose for the full year.

• ACT Exams are required for graduation. This is taken in the Spring of Junior Year

• Course Selection forms must be submitted by March 17th.

 IF NOT COMPLETED AND SUBMITTED BY THIS DATE, I WILL BE SELECTING YOUR COURSE FOR YOU.

https://forms.office.com/r/vBrNiZu2XU
https://forms.office.com/r/1dHXZrvhcV


Survey & Appointments

Junior Planning Survey: 

https://forms.office.com/r/zWYV

MBJ49u

Sophomore Planning Survey:

https://forms.office.com/r/uPCX

wQeVnp

Counseling website: 

https://www.washoeschools.net/

nscounseling

Mrs. McLaughlin Meeting Link

https://tinyurl.com/HMcLaughl

in

WCSD Email: 

heather.mclaughlin@washoes

chools.net

775-353-6909

https://forms.office.com/r/zWYVMBJ49u
https://forms.office.com/r/zWYVMBJ49u
https://forms.office.com/r/uPCXwQeVnp
https://forms.office.com/r/uPCXwQeVnp
https://www.washoeschools.net/nscounseling
https://www.washoeschools.net/nscounseling
https://tinyurl.com/HMcLaughlin
https://tinyurl.com/HMcLaughlin
mailto:heather.mclaughlin@washoeschools.net
mailto:heather.mclaughlin@washoeschools.net

	Slide 1: Welcome!!!  Preparing for your Junior or Sophomore year!
	Slide 2: What are we going to talk about today?
	Slide 3: Plagiarism
	Slide 4: DMV & Attendance 
	Slide 5: How many credits are required to graduate from High School???
	Slide 6: Diploma Requirements & Options 
	Slide 7: Diploma Requirements: Advanced
	Slide 8: Diploma Requirements: Honors
	Slide 9: Diploma Options/Endorsements
	Slide 10: POST-SECONDARY PLANNING THINGS TO THINK ABOUT
	Slide 11: College Admission Requirements
	Slide 12: College Planning Tips
	Slide 13: Thinking of playing sports in College? What you need to know about NCAA Eligibility!
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Junior/Sophomore schedule course selections
	Slide 16: Grad Plan 
	Slide 17: Choosing your Courses
	Slide 18: Other Course Options 
	Slide 19: Dual Credit
	Slide 20: Work Study
	Slide 21: Course Selection  
	Slide 22:  Course Selection   
	Slide 23: Survey & Appointments

